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One of the arguments that Axelrod advanced was the idea that we now have so little information on a candidate that there are
few effective tools for evaluating what voters really want about a particular policy. But it's actually much more complicated than
that. We still know little about the actual choices that voters actually make when deciding between two candidates. And so you
might think that there would be a lot more information in the public sphere about how voters actually vote. Maybe, for instance,
their preferences on specific policy issues would be reflected in polls — that is, polls would capture the beliefs that a particular
voter made before the ballot box. And in this way, you should have more information about how the people who voted will
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presidential elections were being conducted in 2004, several scholars were talking about a potential new tool in our political
conversation about democracy. This was an approach pioneered by David Axelrod, then head of the firm, Harvard's Axelrod-
Hatch Research Center and Yale School of Management, which has been studying polling data over the last few decades..
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